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INTRODUCTION

• The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) came into being after the 
socialist revolution in Russia in 1917. 

• The revolution was inspired by the ideals of socialism as opposed to 
capitalism and the need for an egalitarian society. The revolution gave rise 
to a new type of political economic system in Russia. After the World War II 
the eastern European countries that the Soviet army liberated from the 
fascist forces came under the control of USSR. 

• The main aim of USSR was to install communist government in these 
countries. The political and economic system of all these countries was 
modelled after USSR. 

• In doing so, the makers of the Soviet System gave primacy to the state and 
the institutions of the party. They abolished the institution of private 
property and designed the society based on the principles of equality.



HOW SOVIET UNION BECAME A 

SUPERPOWER 

• The Soviet Union became a great power after the Second World War. Its economy 
was more developed than the rest of the world except for the US. There were 
many factors which made Soviet economy a superpower –

• 1. It had a complex communications network, vast energy resources including oil, 
iron and steel, machinery production and transport sector that connected its most 
remote areas with efficiency. 

• 2. It had a domestic consumer industry that produced everything from pins to cars. 

• 3. The Soviet state ensured the minimum standard of living for all citizens and the 
government subsidized basic necessities including health, education, child care 
and other welfare schemes. 

• 4. There was no unemployment, state ownership was the dominant form of 
ownership: land and productive assets for owned and controlled by the Soviet 
state.



GORBACHEV AND THE 

DISINTEGRATION





DEMOCRATISATION OF COMMONWEALTH OF 

INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS)





WHY DID THE SOVIET UNION 

DISINTEGRATE?







CONSEQUENCES OF 

DISINTEGRATION OF USSR





SHOCK THERAPY IN POST-

COMMUNIST REGIMES



CONSEQUENCES OF SHOCK 

THERAPY
1) The Shock Therapy administered in the 1990s brought ruin to the economies and disaster upon the people of the entire 

region. 

2) In Russia the large state-controlled industrial complex almost collapsed as about 90% of its industries were put up for 

sale to private individuals and companies. 

3) As the valuable industries were undervalued and sold at throwaway prices, this was called ‘the largest garage sale in 

history’. 

4) The value of the ruble, the Russian currency declined. 

5) The rate of inflation was so high that people lost all their savings. 

6) The collective farming system disintegrated leaving people without food security. 

7) The real GDP of Russia 1999 was below what it was in 1989. 

8) The old system of social welfare was systematically destroyed. The withdrawal of government subsidies pushed large 

sections of people into poverty. 

9) The academic and intellectual manpower disintegrated or migrated. 

10) A mafia emerged in most of these countries and started controlling many economic activities. 

11) Privatisation lead to new economic disparities which divided Russia between rich and poor regions. 

12) About half of Russia’s 1500 banks and other financial institutions went bankrupt. Russia’s second largest bank –

INKOMBANK went bankrupt in 1998.



Tensions and Conflicts in former Soviet 

Republics after disintegration



INDIA AND POST-COMMUNIST COUNTRIES
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CHAPTER-1

CONTEMPORARY WORLD POLITICS



INTRODUCTION 

Cold war referred to the series of competitions, tensions and 
confrontations between US and USSR backed by their respective allies. 

The Cold war was not simply a matter of power rivalries, of military 
alliances, and of the balance of power. These were accompanied by real 

ideological conflict as well, a difference over the most best and 
appropriate way of organising political, economic and social life all over 

the world.



• The Western Alliance headed by the US represented the ideology of 
liberal democracy and capitalism.

• The Eastern Alliance headed by Soviet Union was committed to the 
ideology of socialism and communism.

• It was the war in which the rival states through all means try to control 
or gain supremacy at the cost of other.





LOGIC OF DETERRENCE

The logic of deterrence means when both sides have the capacity to 
respond against an attack and to cause so much destruction that neither 
can afford to initiate war. Thus the cold war in spite of being an intense 

form of rivalry remain cold and not hot or shooting war. The two 
superpowers and their allies were expected to behave as rational and 

responsible actors in the sense that they understood the risk in fighting 
wars. The deterrence relationship prevents war but not rivalry between 

the powers.



WORLD WARS

• The First World War had shaken the world in 1914-1918.

• The Second World War (1939-45) ended when Allied Forces- US, 
Soviet Union, Britain and France defeated Axis Powers led by 
Germany, Italy and Japan.



• The Second World War ended when the United States dropped atomic 
bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima(the bomb was code named 
‘Little Boy’) and Nagasaki(code named ‘Fat Man’) in August 1945 
causing Japan to surrender. 

CRITICS of the US decision have argued that-

• the US knew that Japan was about to surrender and that it was a 
necessary to drop the bombs. 

• they suggested that the US action was intended to stop the Soviet 
Union from making military and political gains in Asia and elsewhere 
and to show Moscow that United States was supreme.



• US SUPPORTERS have argued that the dropping of the atomic 
bombs was necessary to end the war quickly and to stop further loss of 
American and Allied lives. The end of Second World War resulted in 
the rise of two new powers on the global stage United States and 
Soviet Union who became the greatest powers in the world with the 
ability to influence events anywhere on earth.



THE EMERGENCE OF TWO POWER 

BLOCS

• During cold war the world was sharply divided between two alliance 
systems. Most countries of Eastern Europe sided with the US and those of 
Western Europe join the Soviet camp that is why these were also called the 
Western and Eastern alliances. 

• The Western Alliance was formalized into an organisation the North 
Atlantic Treaty organisation (NATO)which came into existence in April 
1949. It was an association of 12 States which declared that armed attack on 
any one of them in Europe or North America would be regarded as an attack 
on all of them.

• In East and in Southeast Asia and in West Asia (Middle East), the United 
States built an alliance system called the South East Asian Treaty 
Organisation (SEATO) and the Central Treaty Organisation (CENTO).





• The Eastern Alliance, known as the Warsaw Pact, was led by the 
Soviet Union. It was created in 1955 and its principle function was to 
counter NATO forces in Europe. 



Why superpowers needed smaller 

states to be their allies?

The smaller states were helpful for the superpowers-

➢in gaining access to vital resources such as oil and minerals. 

➢territory from where superpowers could launch their weapons and troop. 

➢locations from where they could spy on each other and 

➢economic support, in that many small allies together could help pay for 
military expenses. 

➢they were also important for ideological reasons in the sense that winning 
the loyalty of allies means winning the war of ideas, that liberal democracy 
and capitalism were better than socialism and communism and vice versa.



Why smaller states in alliances 

use linked to the superpowers?

The smaller states used the link for their own purposes. 

They got the promise of protection, weapons and economic aid against 
their local rivals, mainly regional neighbours with whom they had 

rivalries.



ARENAS OF THE COLD WAR

• Arenas of the cold war means areas where crisis or war occurred or 
threatened to occur between the alliance systems but did not cross 
certain limits. Crisis deepened as neither of the parties involved was 
willing to back down. Sometimes countries outside the two blocs for 
eg. the non-aligned countries played a role in reducing cold war 
conflicts and averting some grave crisis. Lot of people were killed in 
these wars but the world was spared of a nuclear war and global 
hostilities. Jawaharlal Nehru played a crucial role in mediating 
between the two Koreas. 

• Examples of arenas of cold war- Korean crisis (1950-53), Berlin crisis 
(1958-62), Congo crisis (early 1960s), Cuban missile crisis (1962), 
Vietnam and Afghanistan.





Cold War led to arms race-

• The two sides understood that war might occur in spite of restraint. 

• Since the Cold War did not eliminate rivalries between the two alliances, 
there was always a suspicion and fear in the minds of superpowers 
regarding sudden attack by the other. 

• Thus the cold war led the superpowers to arm them to the teeth and to 
constantly prepare for war.

• The two blocs feared an impending war in spite of restraint. 

• Either side might miscalculate the number of weapons in the possession of 
the other side. 

• Thus huge stocks of arms were considered necessary to prevent wars from 
taking place.



Cold War led to arms control-

• Both the powers the US and USSR decided to collaborate in limiting 
or eliminating certain kinds of nuclear and non-nuclear weapons. 

• They decide that a stable balance of weapons could be maintained 
through arms control. 

• The two blocs signed crucial agreements since 1962 to practice arms 
control. 

• Some treaties signed during the period between 1963 and 1993 were:





CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS

1) Cuba was an ally of Soviet Union and received both diplomatic and financial aid from it. 

2) The leaders of the USSR were worried that USA would invade communist rule Cuba and overthrow Fidel 

Castro the President of the small island nation. 

3) Nikita Khrushchev the leader of the Soviet Union decided to convert Cuba into Russian based in 1962, he 

placed nuclear missiles in Cuba. 

4) Installation of these weapons put the US for the first time under fire from close range and nearly doubled 

the number of American cities which could be threatened by the USSR. 

5) The US became aware of it after 3 weeks. The US President John F Kennedy and his advisors were 

reluctant do anything that might lead to full-scale nuclear war between the two countries, but they were 

determined to get Khrushchev to remove the missiles and nuclear weapons from Cuba. 

6) Kennedy wanted American warships to intercept any Soviet ships heading to Cuba as a way of warning 

the USSR of his seriousness. 

7) A clash seemed imminent in what came to be known as Cuban missile crisis. 

8) Eventually both sides decided to avert war and Soviet ships slowed down. 

9) The Cuban missile crisis is considered as a high point of the Cold War.





CHALLENGE TO BIPOLARITY

• Challenge to bipolarity means the world was divided into two power blocs and 
newly decolonized countries were scared and averse in joining either of the two 
blocs. 

• The bipolar world was engulfed by suspicion, hatred and hostility. So these 
countries decided to pursue the path of Non-Alignment (NAM) for a New 
International Economic Order. 

• The cold war divided the world is two rival alliances. So in this context non-
alignment offered the newly decolonized countries of Asia and Africa and Latin 
America a third option not to join either alliance. 

• The roots of NAM went back to the friendship between the leaders- Josip Broz 
Tito of Yugoslavia, Jawaharlal Nehru of India and Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt 
who held a meeting in 1956. 

• Indonesia's Sukarno and Nkrumah of Ghana supported them. 

• The first non-aligned summit was held in Belgrade in 1961 which was attended by 
the leaders of 25 non-aligned countries.





The non-aligned summit was the 
culmination of three factors

• 1) cooperation among these five countries. 

• 2) growing cold war tensions and its widening arenas. 

• 3) The dramatic entry of many newly decolonized African countries 
into the international arena. By 1960 there were 16 new African 
members in the UN. 

• 4) The latest meeting (14th Summit) was held in Havana in 2006 and 
included 116 member states and 15 observer states.



OBJECTIVES OF NAM

• To uproot imperialism and colonialism. 

• To promote international peace and security. 

• To end racial discrimination. 

• Complete disarmament especially nuclear arms. 

• Effective cooperation with United Nations.



NEW INTERNATIONAL 

ECONOMIC ORDER (NIEO)
• The challenge for most of the non aligned countries a majority of which were categorised as the Least 

Developed Countries (LDCs) was to be more developed economically and to lift its people out of poverty. 

• The third world countries regard the restructuring of the existing international economic order as the only way 
to get out of the present problems of poverty, scarcity and unemployment. 

• The idea of New International Economic Order originated with this realization. 

• It stands for making the international system fairer and equitable by adopting a code of conduct for the 
developed countries and by accepting the due rights of the underdeveloped countries. 

• The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)brought about a report in 1972 and 
titled Towards a New Trade Policy for Development. The report proposed a reform for of the global trading 
system so as to-

• Give LDCs control over their natural resources which were exploited by the developed countries. 

• The LDCs should be given access to Western market so that they can sell their products and therefore make 
trade more useful for the poor countries. 

• Reduce the cost of technology from the western countries. 

• LDCs should be provided greater role in international economic institutions. 

• By late 1980s and NIEO had faded mainly because of stiff opposition from the developed countries who acted 
as a united group while the non-aligned countries struggled to maintain the unity in face of this opposition.



INDIA AND THE COLD WAR

As a leader of NAM India's response to the ongoing cold war was to fold-

• At one level it took particular care in staying away from two alliances. 

• Second, it raised its voice against the newly decolonized countries becoming part 
of these alliances. 

• India's Policy was neither negative not passive. 

• As Nehru reminded to the world that non-alignment was not a policy of fleeing 
away but on the contrary India was in favour of actively intervening in world 
affairs to soften cold war rivalries. 

• India tried to reduce differences between the alliances and thereby prevent 
differences from escalating into a full-scale war. 

• During the cold war India repeatedly tried to activate those regional and 
international organisations which were not part of the alliances led by the US and 
USSR



• Nehru reposed great faith in a genuine Commonwealth of free and 
cooperating nations that will play a positive role in softening if not 
ending the cold war.



A non-aligned posture also served India's interest in two ways

• 1) Non-alignment allowed India to take decisions and stances that serve its interest 
rather than the interest of super powers and their allies. 

• 2) India was often able to balance one superpower against other.

India's policy of non-alignment was criticized on number of accounts-

• It was said that India's non-alignment was unprincipled means in the name of 
pursuing its national interest it often refused to take a firm stand on crucial 
international issues. 

• It was suggested that India was inconsistent and took contradictory postures. Having 
criticized others for joining alliances India signed the Treaty of friendship in August 
1971 with USSR for 20 years. 

• However, with the disintegration of USSR and the end of cold war in 1991, 
nonalignment both as an international movement and as the core of India's foreign 
policy lost some of its earliest relevance and effectiveness.



Why NAM means neither 

isolationism nor neutrality?

• The policy of staying away from alliances should not be considered isolationism or neutrality. 

• Isolationism means remaining aloof from the world affairs by declining to enter into alliances, 
international agreements etc. and seeking to devote the entire efforts for one's own development. 

• The non-aligned countries including India played an active role in mediating between the two rival 
alliances for the cause of peace and stability. 

• Their strength was based on their unity and their resolve to remain non-aligned despite the attempt 
of the two superpowers to bring them into alliances. 

• Non-alignment is also not neutrality since neutrality refers to a policy of staying out of war. It is a 
concept opposed to state of war. States practicing neutrality are not required to help end a war but 
non-aligned states including India were actually involved in wars for various reasons. 

• They also worked to prevent war between others and tried to end war that had broken out. They 
were newly independent free nations who wanted to assert themselves and to charter their own 
cause of action. 

• Non-aligned movement give the recognition to the smaller countries to have their own foreign 
policy instead of following big powers.
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INTRODUCTION

At the hour of midnight on 14-15 August 1947, India attained independence. Jawahar Lal Nehru

the first Prime Minister of free India, addressed a special session of the Constituent Assembly that 

night. This was the famous ‘Tryst with destiny’ speech.

Our leaders on attaining independence agreed upon two goals to be achieved:

1) We shall run our country through democratic government. 

2) The government will be run for the good of all, particularly the poor and the socially 

disadvantaged groups.

No other country by then was born in a situation more difficult than that of India in 1947. Freedom 

came with the partition of the country. The year 1947 was a year of unprecedented violence and 

displacement. It was in this situation that independent India started on its journey to achieve several 

objectives.
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THE THREE CHALLENGES

• 1) To shape a nation- The first and immediate challenge was to shape a nation that was united in spite 
of the diversity in our society. In India people spoke different languages and followed different cultures 
and religions. It was widely believed that a country full of such kinds of diversity could not remain 
together for long. 

• 2) To establish Democracy- The second challenge was to establish democracy. India adopted 
representative democracy based on parliamentary form of government. A democratic constitution is 
necessary but not sufficient for establishing a democracy so the challenge was to develop democratic 
practices in accordance with the constitution.

• 3)To ensure the development and well-being of society- The third challenge was to ensure the 
development and well-being of entire society and not only of some sections. The constitution clearly 
laid down the principle of equality and special protection to socially disadvantaged groups and religious 
and cultural communities.
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PARTITION: DISPLACEMENT AND 

REHABILITATION

• On 14-15th August 1947, not one but two nation states came into existence- India and Pakistan.

• This was the result of partition the division of British India into India and Pakistan. Such a division was not only very 
painful but also very difficult to decide and to implement. 

• It was decided to follow the principle of religious majorities which means that areas where the Muslims were in 
majority would make up the territory of Pakistan and rest was to stay India. 

• But the division of the country had lot of difficulties:

• 1. There was no single belt of Muslim majority areas in British India. There were two areas of concentration one in the 
west and one in the east and in no way these two areas could be joined so it was decided that new country Pakistan will 
comprise of two territories west and east Pakistan separated by a long expanse of Indian territory. 

• 2. Secondly, not all Muslim majority areas wanted to be in Pakistan. Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan the leader of North 
Western Frontier province and also known as Frontier Gandhi was opposed to the Two Nation theory. 

• 3. The third problem was that two of the Muslim majority provinces of British India, Punjab and Bengal had very large 
areas where the non-muslims were in majority. So it was decided that these two provinces would be bifurcated 
according to the religious majority at the district and even lower level. 

• 4. The fourth problem was of the minorities on both sides of border. Lakhs of Hindus and Sikhs in the areas that were 
now in Pakistan and an equally large number of Muslims on the Indian side of Punjab and Bengal found themselves 
trapped. They were aliens in their own land and became easy targets.
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CONSEQUENCES OF PARTITION

• There were killings and atrocities on both sides of the border. 

• In the name of religion people of one community ruthlessly killed and maimed people of the other community. 

• Cities like Lahore, Amritsar and Kolkata became communal zones. 

• Minorities on both sides of the border fled their home and often secured temporary shelter in refugee camps. 

• They travelled to the other side of the new border by all sorts of means often by foot and were often attacked, 
killed or raped.

• In many cases women were killed by their own family members to preserve the family honour. Many children 
were separated from their parents. 

• For lakhs of these refugees the country's freedom meant life in refugee camps for months and sometimes for 
years.

• The partition was not merely a division of properties, liabilities and assets or political division of the country and 
administrative apparatus but also financial assets and things like tables, chairs typewriters, paperclips, books and 
also musical instruments of the police band. 

• It is estimated that about 80 lakh people were forced to migrate across new border and about 5 to 10 lakh people 
were killed.
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MAHATMA GANDHI’S SACRIFICE 

• On 15th August 1947 Mahatma Gandhi did not participate in any of the Independence Day 
celebrations. 

• He was in Kolkata in the areas which was torn by gruesome riots between Hindus and Muslims. 

• He was saddened by the communal violence and disheartened that the principles of ahimsa (non-
violence) and Satyagraha (active but non-violent resistance) that he had lived and work for had 
failed to bind the people in troubled times. 

• Gandhi ji went on to persuade Hindus and Muslims to give up violence. 

• His presence in Kolkata greatly improved the situation and the coming of independence was 
celebrated in a spirit of communal harmony with joyous dancing in the streets. 
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INTEGRATION OF PRINCELY 

STATES

• British India was divided into what were called the British Indian provinces and the Princely states. 
The British Indian provinces were directly under the control of the British government and several 
large and small states ruled by princes were called the princely states. 

• Princely states enjoyed some form of control over the internal affairs as long as they accepted British 
Supremacy. Just before independence British announced that with the end of their rule over India the 
supremacy of the British over the Princely states will come to an end. 

• It was left to the state whether to join India or Pakistan or remain independent. This was a very serious 
problem and could threaten the very existence of united India. The ruler of Travancore announced that 
the state had decided on independence. 

• The ruler of Hyderabad made similar announcement the next day. The ruler of Bhopal was also averse 
in joining the Constituent Assembly. So all this showed a strange situation since Indian independence 
aimed at unity and self determination as well as democracy approach.
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GOVERNMENT’S APPROACH 

TOWARDS PRINCELY STATES

• The government took firm stance against possible division of India. The Muslim League opposed 
the INC and took the view that states should be free to adopt any course they liked. Sardar Patel 
played a historic role in negotiating with the rulers of princely states firmly but diplomatically and 
bringing most of them enter into the Indian Union. 

• The government’s approach was guided by three considerations: 

• 1. The people of most of the princely states really wanted to become part of the Indian Union. 

• 2. The government was prepared to be flexible in giving autonomy to some regions and the idea 
was to accommodate plurality and adopt flexible approach in dealing with the regions. 

• 3. In the backdrop of partition which brought into focus the contest over demarcation of territory 
the integration of the territorial boundaries of the nation had assume supreme importance.
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INSTRUMENT OF ACCESSION

The rulers of most of the states signed a document called the ‘Instrument of Accession’ which 

meant that their state agreed to become a part of the Union of India. The princely states of 

Junagadh, Hyderabad, Kashmir and Manipur proved more difficult than the rest. Issue of Junagadh 

was resolved after a plebiscite confirmed people’s desire to join India.
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PROBLEMATIC PRINCELY STATES

HYDERABAD MANIPUR JUNAGADH
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HYDERABAD

• Hyderabad the largest of the princely states was surrounded entirely by Indian territory and some 
parts of Hyderabad state today are parts of Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. 

• Its ruler carried the title of Nizam. He entered into what was called the standstill agreement with 
India in November 1947 for a year while negotiations with the Indian government were going on. 
The people of Hyderabad started a movement against the Nizam’s rule. 

• The peasantry in the Telangana region in particular was victim of Nizams oppressive rule and rose 
against him. Women too joined the movement. 

• The Communists and Hyderabad Congress were in the forefront of the movement. 

• The Nizam responded by unleashing a paramilitary force known as Razakars on the people who 
committed lot of atrocities and the communal nature of the Razakars knew no bounds. 

• They murdered, maimed, raped and looted targeting particularly the non-muslims. 

• In September 1948 Indian Army moved into control the Nizam’s forces and finally after few days 
Nizam surrendered and this lead to accession of Hyderabad to India.

For Notes visit - www.studyshipwithkrati.com



MANIPUR

• A few days before independence the Maharaja of Manipur Bodhachandra Singh signed Instrument 
of Accession with the Indian government on the assurance that internal autonomy of Manipur 
would be maintained. 

• Under the pressure of public opinion the Maharaja held elections in June 1948 and the state 
became a constitutional monarchy and became the first Indian state to hold elections based on 
Universal adult franchise. 

• Manipur was the first part of India to hold election based on Universal Adult Franchise. 

• There were lots of differences in the Legislative Assembly of Manipur over the merger of Manipur 
with India. 

• The Government of India succeeded in pressurizing the Maharaja into finding a merger agreement 
in September 1949 without consulting the elected Legislative Assembly of Manipur. This caused a 
lot of anger and resentment in Manipur, the repercussions of which are still being felt.
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REORGANISATION OF STATES

• The first important challenge India encountered after independence was the integration of princely 
and other native states. The challenge was to draw the internal boundaries of the Indian states. The 
boundaries of the states had to be drawn in a way so that the linguistic and cultural plurality of the 
country could be reflected without affecting the unity of the nation. Our leaders promised the 
linguistic principles as the basis of formation of states.

• After the Nagpur session of Congress in 1920 the principle was recognized as the basis of the 
reorganisation of the INC party itself. 

• After independence and partition, things changed and our leaders felt that this division on the basis of 
language would lead to disruption and disintegration. 

• This decision of the national leadership was challenge by the local leaders and people. 

• Protest began in the Telugu speaking areas of the old Madras province which included present date 
Tamil Nadu, parts of Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Karnataka. 
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• The Vishalandhra movement demanded that the Telugu speaking areas be separated from the 
Madras province and separate Andhra province be made. 

• The movement gathered momentum as a result of the central government’s vacillation. 

• Potti Sriramulu, a Congress leader went on indefinite fast that lead to his death because great unrest 
and resulted in violent outburst in Andhra region. 

• Finally the PM announced the formation of a separate Andhra state in December 1952. 

• The formation of Andhra Pradesh spurred the struggle for making of other states on linguistic lines 
in other parts of the country.

• The struggles forced the central government in appointing States Reorganisation Commission in 
1953 to look into the question of redrawing of the boundaries of the states. 

• The States Reorganisation Act was passed in 1956 which led to the creation of 14 states and six 
union territories. 

• Thus we can conclude that creation of linguistic States which created fear of separatism and 
division of the country has rather changed the nature of democratic politics and leadership and has 
strengthened national unity. 

• Democracy in other words was associated with plurality of ideas and ways of life.
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PATEL AND INTEGRATION 

• Sardar Vallabhai Patel was the first deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister of India and he had emerged as 
a popular leader after the Kheda Satyagraha (1918) and the Bardoli Satyagraha (1928). 

• He was known as the Iron Man of India.One of the biggest challenges India was facing post independence 
was that of unity. 

• He undertook the daunting tasks of uniting all 565 princely states of India.He was not in favour of any 
compromise to India’s territorial integrityAnd due to his political experience, diplomatic prowess and 
foresightedness, many princely states gave their consent to merge.He faced key challenges when it came to 
the states of - a)Hyderabad b)Junagarh c)Kashmir 

• Under his leadership, Indian forces were able to convince the Princely States of Hyderabad and Junagarh to 
merge with India.

• He was aware of Jinnah’s divisive “Two Nation Theory” and so his opinion on how to get Kashmir to merge 
with India were different from other leaders. 

• Like they had done in Hyderabad, he wanted to use the military to integrate Kashmir with India however he 
was unable to fully integrate Kashmir.

• However, he remains as an astounding leader and will always be characterized as the NCR of Indian Politics 
as he combined, in himself, the features of a true ‘Nationalist’, ‘Catalyst’ and ‘Realist’.
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National Development Council

• The apex body for deciding and discussing development related matters. 

• ➢ Founded on August 06, 1952. 

• ➢ Not constitutional. 

• ➢A forum to discuss problems and issues related to development. 

• ➢A apex body deciding matters relating to approval of Five Year Plans. 

• ➢ Prime Minister of India ex-officio Chairman of National Development Council. 

• ➢ Chief Ministers of States, Administrators of all Union Territories, all Cabinet 
Ministers, Members of NITI Aayog. 

• ➢ Instead, it was the Planning Commission. 

• ➢ The first meeting was chaired by the then Prime Minister late Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru on 8th November 1952. 

• ➢ 57 meetings have been held. 



Objectives of National 

Development Council

• ➢ To decide the cooperation of the States in the implementation of the 
scheme. 

• ➢ Strengthening the efforts and resources of the nation. 

• ➢ To bring dynamism in all economic activities. 

• ➢ Promoting general economic policies in key areas. 

• ➢ To ensure balanced and rapid growth of all parts of country



Functions of National 

Development Council

• ➢ Laying down guidelines for preparation of national development plan. ➢
To decide the plan. 

• ➢ To consider the national development plan as per the determination of 
NITI Aayog 

• ➢ To determine the resources required for the operation of the scheme. 

• ➢ To evaluate resources so as to augment the necessary resources. 

• ➢ To consider important questions of social and economic policy affecting 
development. 

• ➢ To periodically review the works. 

• ➢ To recommend necessary measures to achieve the objective and goal set 
out in the national development plan. 

• ➢ In 2014, the government abolished the Planning Commission. 



NITI AAyog (National Institution 

for Transforming India) 

• ➢ NITI Aayog is a statutory body constituted by the Government of India. 

• ➢Made in place of Planning Commission. 

• ➢ On August 15, 2014, the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, spoke about replacing 
Planning Commission. 

• ➢ This institution constituted after consulting state governments, Members of Parliament, 
subject matter experts. 

• ➢ Headquarters in New Delhi. 

• ➢ Institute as The Chief Think Tank of the government. 

• ➢Will provide dynamism in directional and policy dynamics. 

• ➢ To provide important and technical advice to the Central and State Governments on the 
major factors of development. 

• ➢ To advise the Government on social and economic issues. 

• ➢ To better economic and political development and management of the country. 





Objectives of NITI Aayog

• ➢ To develop a vision of national development priorities with active participation of 
States. 

• ➢ To provide a draft national agenda to the Prime Minister and the Board of Ministers. 

• ➢ To build a strong nation. 

• ➢ Enhancing the initiative and cooperation of continuous structural cooperation. 

• ➢ Preparation of credible plan at village level. 

• ➢ To accelerate the work of the development agenda. 

• ➢ To pay special attention to the deprived sections of the society through economic 
progress. 

• ➢ Enhancing knowledge innovation and enterprise through national and international 
experts and others. 

• Dr. Rajiv Kumar Shastri, vice-chairman, NITI Aayog and its chief executive officer 
Amitabh Kant and ex-officio chairman is Prime Minister Narendra Damodardas Modi.









UN and it’s 

organisations 



• The olive branch is a symbol of peace, while the world map 
represents the organization in its quest to attain world peace.



United Nations Significant 

Agencies

• World Bank

• Created in 1944

• Works for you human development, agriculture and rural 
development,environmental protection , infrastructure and 
governance and provides loans and grants to developing countries.

• Its headquarters is in Washington DC, USA.

• It is criticises for setting the economic agenda of poorer Nations , 
attaching stringent conditions to its loans and forcing free market 
reforms.



International Monetary fund 

(IMF)

• At the international level, overseas financial institutions and 
regulations.

• It consists of 189 members , out of them , G-8 members enjoy more 
powers , i.e. , the US , Japan, Germany , France , the UK , Italy , 
Canada and Russia except china and Saudi Arabia.

• The US alone enjoys 16.75% voting rights.



World Trade organization (WTO)

• It was created on 1 January,1995.

• An international organisations to set the rules for global trade which 
was set up as a successor toGATT.

• currently it has 164 member state.

• Major economic Powers such as the EU,US and Japan have managed 
to use the WTO to frame rulers of trade to advance their own 
interests.



International atomic energy 

agency (IAEA)

• It was established in 1957 to implement US President Dwight 
Eisenhower's " Atoms for peace " proposal.

• It seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy and to 
prevent it's use of for military purpose.

• It regularly inspect nuclear Facilities all over the world to ensure that 
civilian reactor are not being used for military purposes



Amensty International

• It is an NGO to campaign for the protection of human rights all over 
world

• It prepares published reports on human rights to search and 
advocate human rights.

• Major focus of Amensty is the misconduct of government authorities.



Human Rights watch

• It's an international NGO involved in research and advocacy of human 
rights.

• The largest international human rights organisations is in the US.

• HRW draws the global media attention to human rights abuses.

• It help in building international coalitions like the campaigns to ban 
landmines , to stop to use of child soldier and to establish the 
international criminal court.



The United Nations

• The UN was established in 1945 after the World war II and requires a 
successor to the league of nation.

• Objective of UN is to prevent international conflict and to facilitate 
cooperation among States.





• Two basic kinds of reforms face the UN :-

• 1. Reform of the organisation structure and process.

• 2. Review of the issues that fall within the jurisdiction of the 
organisation .

• The resolution reflected three main complaints:-

• 1. The SC no longer represent contemporary politics realities.

• 2. It's decisions reflects only western values and interests and are 
dominated by a few powers.

• 3. It lacks equitable representation.



Criteria for inclusion of a new 

member in security council :-

• A major economic Power.

• A major military power.

• A substantial contributor to the UN budget.

• A big nation in terms of population.

• A nation that reflects democracy and human rights.

• A country that would make the council more representative of the 
world's diversity in terms of geography, economic systems and 
culture.



Jurisdiction of the UN

• A meeting was held in September 2005, to celebrate the 60th anniversary 
of the UN and to review the situation.And thus, below some suggestions 
were given by UN leaders

• 1. Creation of a peace building commission.

• 2. Acceptance of the responsibility of the international community in case 
of failures of national govt. to protect their own citizens from atrocities.

• 3. Establishment of HRC ( since 19 June 2006).

• 4. Agreements to achieve the millennium development goals.

• 5. Condemnation of terrorism in all its form and manifestation.

• 6. Creation of a democracy fund. An agreement to wind up the trusteeship 
council.



India and the UN reforms



The UN In An Unipolar World

• Many countries believe that the reform and the reconstructing of the 
UN could help the UN cope better with a unipolar world.

• The US stands as the only superpower after the disintegration of 
USSR hence Us power cannot be easily checked.

• UN largest contributor is US (it has unmatched financial power).

• It is important for people to use and support the UN and other 
international organisation in ways that are consistent with their own 
interest.



UNESCO

• The United nation educational scientific and cultural organisation
UNESCO was established on 4 November 1946.

• Its headquarter is in Paris, France. Objective:

• . To promote education , natural science society , and anthropology , 
culture and communication.

• . To promote Liberty, technical and educational training and 
independent media etc. all across its member nation.



UNICEF



ILO








