1. BENGAL AND THE ZAMINDARS
o Colonial rule was first setup in Bengal. It was in
this region that the earliest attempts were made

to reorder rural society, establish a new way of
governance of land rights and new revenue system.

1.1 An auction in Burdwan

o The permanent settlement came into practice in-
1793. As per the settlement, the East India company
had set the revenue to be paid by each zamindar.
The estates of those zamindars who were unable to
pay were auctioned to recover the revenue.

e Lot of purchasers came to the auction to bid, were
agents of the Raja. The purchasers bought the land
on the belief of their Raja. More than 95% of the sale
in such auctions used to be fake.

1.2 The problem of unpaid revenue

e More than 75% of the zamindars were sold off after

the permanent settlement came in force. Bur q s .
L : r 'S Ci

° Bfntlsh officials assumed to make the solution Hamzr:,:aé:,:dmga';:&?;e;; tﬁ?;:&nd
% the problems which t,hey faced since captured nineteenth century many rich zamindars
: engal. By 1770s, Bengal’s rural economy started a ©f Bengal had city palaces with ballrooms,

ot of crisis due to the famines and decreasing the !3"9® grounds, entrance porches supported

agricultural production, by Corinthian columns like these.

° ixggshexc‘ls t.hought vthat ggriculture, trade and revenue resources of the sfate to be

. Theya}sfal W:lth }Ehe help of investment in agriculture, ' 0t
permanerlfﬁy_ tDEZ tr:)r:};:erty rights to be secured and fixed the revenue rates demand
© bermanent settlement, a group of farmers and rich land owners

may be emerged. They v i
e o e y ould have both the capital and enterprise to bring improvement1?
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ol dia €0 t settlement was S
In anent s o Tmade With the Rgjag ang tal i i
o T ised s zamindars now hey had to Pay revenue ag f}lqdars of Bengal, They were
: € company

Jami ed for revenue from the villages, _
void auction of the state, the zamindarg we
. g;:ils. If they failed, company was free to take

why 7amindars defaulted on payments
1.3

or the permanent settlen.afant, in the early decades the zami
0 demand regularly. The unpaid btalance Was piled up as a result,
There Were sev'er.a_l causes to which zamindar could not pay the revenye.
’ (@ First: the initial d(_emands were very high. As agricultural production was increased
and prices were Iisen. Compar}y loss could be minimised and the burden on the
gamindars would gradually decline. bk _

(5) Second: This high ;evenge demand was placed in 1790s. The prices of agricultural
produce were low. It made difficulty to ryots to pay their dues to the zamindars, If
such zamindars were failed to do the same how could they pay their revenue to the
company. : |

() Third: The revenue was f:onstant. No mattez: was .cons1de_rab1e with harvest good or
bad The revenue to be paid regularly at the right time. As per the sunset law, actions
were taken against defaulters. : .

d) Fourth: The permanent settlements limited the power of zamindars as they collected
rent revenue from the ryots and to retained their zamindaris.

The East India company considered the zamindar as an important part but it wanted to

1 keep control and restrictions over their autonomy. Reason was the zamindars troo;‘)s‘were
dispersed, custom duties finished and their courts were brought under the supemsmn of
appointed by company. _

%%Leznglfdv;?ss IOF;I’E their pgwer tI(J> organise local justice and police: The t?ollectorate was

3 known as centre of choice. The zamindars faced severe limitations if a raja cogld not pay
his revenue, the zamindari, influence into might be dispatched and lost is effective status.

o At that time, an officer of zamindar was appointed to collect the revenue from tgvodrgot Wai
known as amlah. Revenue collection, itself was a problem. Sometupe due ELC\)t ?;h a:::ve:s
and low prices, it becomes much more typilcal for the ryot to pay their dues. At other tim

ots made delay the payments deliberately.

5 gch ryots andyvillage headmen as jotedars and‘ Mandals bgcom:hha}i)pgnt:h :;e Tt}ﬁg
zamindar in trouble, because he could not be able' to %n}plement his au ors1i gered N a'long
zamindars could punish the defaulters. But the judicial process was con

process. :
L4 The rise of the Jotedars

* Zamindars started to face the crisis b
Were increasing their status in the villag
¢ The jotedars had captured a huge areas 0 .
control over trade and moneylending. They exercise
Peasantg, )
* & big part of their land (of jotedars) was cu1t1vatedr:3’ isllizeﬁel
bargadarS). They used to bring their own ploughs, labour
alf produce to the jotedars after the harvest. :

T€ expected to pay the com

; : any o
action ag 1t was told before.p i 87 tegtdgr

ndars could notrpay revenue

y the end of 18th centﬁry. A group of rich peasants

were known as jotedars. §
?l?ri?lyand set control over them. They set 2 direct

d their positive power over the poor

croppers (adhiyars Or
dg and hand over the

o AQR

Scahned with CamScanner



g a2 | 1]
CHe - o

erful than the zamindars. Its reason was that zaml B 3
lived in the villages. J otedars kept direct Safitrg] ovear.s lived i
| R T B e ) OU B g R
Yo N

' e Thejotedars were more pow
- in towns while the jotedars
- section of poor villagers. ; R o e
e The jotedars opposed the efforts done by zammdars as .they Wan'ted to increage pr
.- ‘the village. Zamindari officials were checked_by them in executing that rQCOVeﬁneJama . i
~ Ryots made delay in payments of revenue deliberately . : ‘ g dutiEg t

e As the zamindars failed to pay his revenué and his estate Was auctione, that |

purchased by the jotedars. |
ful in North Bengal. In the rural parts, several ric}, ,,

e The jotedars were most power. : e
and village headmen emerged in commanding status. They were known ag (‘:'réllltid:f:\i b
: i 8 op

_ mandals.
1.5 The zamindars resist

e The authority of zamindars was no
demand and stopped the auctions o

pressure with the accommodated new strategies. . . .
o The zamindars exercised their strong control over their zamindars with the p,

fictitious sale. During the auction the agents of zamindars would buy the estateg, ISIL of
exercise took place many times and several sides consider. In the last the estate wagq sold %
a low price again to the zamindars. at

o The zamindar never paid complete revenue

pile of unpaid balances. ;
o Between 1793 to 1801, four big zamindars of Bengal made benami purchases from Wwhere 5

big amount of rupees 30 lac were collected of the total sales at the auctions. More thap 159

sale was fake out of the total sales.
e There were many different ways by which zamindars entrapped and removed as outside

people bought the zamindari of the estate at the auction. But new zamindars could et
take possession as they were prevented by previous ones using the ‘Lathyals’ they attackeq
them sometimes the ryots resisted the entry of outsiders.

e Ryots believed that the zamindar was their figure of authority and themselves as hig
subjects. The sale of the zamindari interrupted their sense of equality and their pride.

e By the beginning of the 19th century the slump in prices was ended those who had
survived the trouble of the 1790 and gathered their power more flexible. As a result power

of zamindar over the villages were strengthened.

1.6 The Fifth Report
o A detailed report was submitted to the British Parliament in 1813. It was the fifth report of
the series of reports which were prepared on the activities and administration of the East
India Company in India. So, it was referred as the Fifth Report. It contained 1002 pages.

o It generated again request of zamindars and ryots of collectors from various districts etc.

o From the time of settlement of the company in Bengal its governances were minutely
observed in England. There were many groups in Great Britain. They resisted the
monopoly of the trade of the company with India and China. The groups wanted a
revocation of the Royal charter that gave monopoly to the company.

e Due .to increasing number of private businessmen, they wanted sharing in Indian business.
The industrialists of Britain were eager to get the Indian Market opened up for the British
manufactures. Many political groups debated that the conquest of Bengal was benefiting
only t‘he East India company not the whole Britain. |

o A series of gcts was passed by the British Parliament to regulate and control the company
rule in India in the late 18th centuries. The company was compelled to produce regular
reports on the administration of India to the British Parliament.

t ended in rural areas but they faced the high reve

ftheir estates. They opted ways of surviving undg, the
6

demand. So, the company rarely Tecovereq ¢,
8
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o fifth report was one such report made byas
i . elect commj '
ofintense parllaentafy fi%.tz,ate on the nature of the Easﬂ;cg?:c?rf e pocd 25 the basis
. i . - , Pany’s rule in Indig,

e
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Andul Raj Palace The rums of palaces are a visible sign of the end of an era. Satyajit Ray’s f
Jalshaghar, on the decline of the aristocratic zamindari style of living, was sho!i iJn Angusl R?;;I grascglm

o Fifth Report criticised the company’s rule. It blustered the collapse of traditional
zamindari power.

o Zamindaris were auctioned but zamindars could not be displaced every time they retained
their zamindaris using their wits and tacts. :

2. THE HOE AND THE PLOUGH

2.1 In the hills of Rajmahal

o Buchanan visited the Rajmahal hills in the early 19th century. He described that the hills
looked untraversable. This was a dangerous region where less people go. Among them
people were unwilling to talk to them (natives). '

o He described that the behaviour of the people of the areas visited was not friendly they
were apprehensive for the officials of the company.

o The people who lived around the Rajmahal hills were known as Paharias. They survived
on the produce of the forest and used shifting cultivation. |

¢ The Paharias collected mahua for food from the forest. Other things like silk cocoons and
resin for sale and wood for charcoal productions also used to collect from the same place.

o The life of the Paharias was described in different ways, according to their work as hunters,
shifting cultivators, food gatherers, charcoal producers, silkworm rearers, all these were
associated to the forest. | :

e The Paharias claimed the whole region as their own land. They opposed the entry of others.
Their heads were responsible to maintain unity of the groups and resolved the disputes
among them.

¢ The Paharias regularly forayed the plains where settled agriculturists lived. Such raids
were managed and conducted by them for their survival especially during the years of
scarcity,

Paharias asserted their power over the communities who had settled in the plains. By
these raids negotiation, political relations without outsiders were taken place.

* Zamindars in the plain had to often pay a regular tribute to the hill heads to keep S}?‘fl‘?
themselves from any harm. In the same way traders also gave a small amount to t}(‘l)% _ lf
folk to receive permission to pass through the ways that were controlled by them. Ciels

Used to assure them for their protection.
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o Peace keeping negotiations were broken in the last decades: of the 18t ot

* settled agriculture was extended in the eastern India. The British motivateq the :ly 50 th,
of forest and uncultivated lands were converted into the rice fields by the 2amiy, deﬂl‘amce

~ Jotedars. _ ‘ ~rarg ang

e It was important for the British to increase the lal}d revenue al}d Productioy of oo ¥
export and establish the banks of a settled and a disciplined society. So, they plag(’Ps of
clear the forest and setup settled agriculture. They further tamed, civilised th, i aﬁed.t" ‘
and convinced to get rid of hunting and started to use plough. . iy

e The area under forests and pastures started to be.contracted.. This acuted tp, i
between the Paharias and the settled agriculturists. The hill: peop1§ increased ¢ cts
attacks on the settled villages regularly. They started to snatch food grain and cayy), fr(?lr
the villages. u

o The aggravated colonial officials tried their
an easy work for them. ; : :

o In the 1770s the British officials adopted the cruel policy of extirpation on the Pahay,
down and killing them. In 1780s collector of Bhggalpur, A}lg‘ustus Cleveland adopteq th:
policy of peace. As per the norms, the Paharia chiefs .to be given an allowan;e yearly,

e In return, they took the responsibility to control their men. Several Paharia headg refuge
to recéive the allowance. Among them who accepted usually, they lost their authorify
status in the community. _ o u

o Peace campaigns was regularly managed. In result Paharias had withdrawn deep ipt, the

hills. A setback was given by enemy forces and compelled to make struggle with outsidey
When Buchanan visited the area during the winter season of 1810-11. The Pahariag
considered him as a doubtful and without trust. The experience of peace efforts and calling
of previous memories of cruel suppression. It shaped their assumption of British intruding
in the territory. , ' .

e Every whiteman looked to show a power that has destroyed their way of life and surviva]

Control was over from their forests and lands.

o In 1810-11 the Santhals arrived in the hilly areas of Rajmahal. They cleared the forests
and cut the timber wood and started to grow rice and cotton by ploughing the land there,

Santhals setup their settlements in the lower parts of the hills, so, Paharias had to recede

deep into the Rajmahal forests.

2.2 The Santhals: Pioneer Settlers

e The Santhals had started to come to the
Bengal around the 1780s. The zamindars
hired them to make new land for
cultivation and expand the agricultures
British officers enticed them to inhabit in
the forest of Rajmahal after cleared the
area.

o Having failed to tame the Paharias and
settled agriculturists, the British changed

level best to control the Paharias byt it Wasy
. , ;

their move to the Santhals.

o The Paharias rejected for cutting the n
fore_sts, not willing to use the plough. Hill village in Santhal country, |"“s"atedhl'°wer
Their behaviour was tumult. The news, 23 February 1856 This village 'ntseherwl"
Santhals appeared to be ideal dwellers Rajmahal hills was sketched by Wa|tars tobe
as they had no hesitation in clearing Inéhe sarty 1808. Thde i‘cllml?lgel?l?g:zrems

; peaceful, calm and idyllic.
the forests and ploughed the land with unaffected by the outside world

strength. : i
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ven to the Santhals
of Regjmahal and T
ady to settle there. = ™
o big area of the land
as Damin-i-koh
the land of the

d was gl

came T€

; of the area was cleared
0 Ken under the cultivation in
frst ten years. The area was
the ¥ ed and mapped and bounded

surt‘:é' pillars. They separated from N

y e world of the permanent E09 ;5

bot! ulturists of the plains and the i’ R e

agrict of the hills. Santhals fight the sepoys of the British Raj, lllustrated London

Pahanas ceation of the new, 23 February 1856 The rebellion changed the British
the dema perception of the Santhals. Village that had earlier seemed

"Aﬁaglrin-i'k‘)h’ the village of the

ganthals Were extended fastly. In
1839 the villages of Santhgﬂs were
40 and raised upto 1473 in 1851.
population moved from 3000.1:0
over 8200. Due to the expansion
of agriculture by the saqthals the
amount of reveniue was increased
which was profitable  for the

company- ) .
. Santhals cet their settlement In

calm and peaceful now appeared to have become place of
violent and savage deeds.

the outer-skirts of the Rajmahal
hills. Paharias opposed but they
were forced to retreat deeper into
the Rajmahal hills. Paharias were
checked from coming down to the

lower hills and valleys.
o Paharias were restricted to the

2 3

I f e P )
Burning of Santhal villages, lllustrated London News, 23
February 18586 After the rebellion was crushed, the region was
searched, suspects were picked up, and villages set on fire.
Images of the burning villages were shown to the public in
England once again as a demonstration of the might of
the British and their ability to crush rebellion and

rocky and more barren region of the impose colonial order.

upper hills. It had bad impact on their lives and status of living pattern.

+ Santhals left their nomadic life and settled it down at a place and started to grow the
commercial crops for the market, dealing with traders and money lenders.

+ The Santhals soon realised the land on which they had started cultivation was slipping
away from their hands. Reason was cleared by them on the other hand, the money lenders
(dikus) were charging high rate of interest. The loan could not be returned. Zamindars
used to claim to keep their control over the Damin area.

» The Santhals revolted in 1850 against zamindars, moneylenders and colonial state. After
the revolt, the Santhal Pargana was made to an area of 5,50059 mile from the Bhagalpur
and Birbhum. The colonial state was in hope that santhals could be mediated through

« theirmove to create a new territory and imposing some special laws within it.

" 23The accounts of Buchanan

' -
) tBhILC}};;anan was an employee of the East India company. His entire journey was borne by
and aSt.ITldia company. His journeys were not simply inspired by the love of land scape
ambitions to find the unknown.

-
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1
o He moved everywhere with a large army of people—draughtsmen, surveyqpg palin )‘
bearers, coolies. , - gy -
e As the company had strengthened its power and developed its commerce thep, ite ' :
in the quest of those natural resources and overusing was prohibited. n&“’“d
o It surveyed the origin of revenue, organised the journey in search and to collect info
and sent to geologists, geographers, botanists and physicians. ' E
e Buchanan was an individual rich with extra ordinary observing power. Hig estimatj,
determined on modern western ideology. He was definitely critical of the way the ? =3
dwellers lifestyle and felt that forests had to be changed into the agricultural lang, e

3. AREVOLT IN THE COUNTRYSIDE THE BOMBAY DECCAN

e Through the 19th century farmers in different parts of Indi'a became rebellious againgt
moneylenders and grain dealers. Such rebellion took place in the Deccan in 1875 ¢

3.1 Account books are burnt

e The revolt started at ‘Supa’ a big village of Poona district, was a as market centre, [t Wwa
spread upto Ahmed Nagar. On 12 may 1875, ryots from neighbouring areas gathereq an(sl
they attacked moneylenders, and shopkeepers. Account books (bahi khatas) were by
along with debt bonds.

o The Sahukars fled from the villages some moneylenders left their property and other
things behind. To control the situation British officials set police posts in villages. Extry
force was called, 951 people were arrested and many of them were convicted, but it took

many months to restore peace there.

3.2 A new revenue system ;

e After 1810 the agriculture prices were raised up, it increased the value of the produce, So,
it became the source of income of zamindars of Bengal in increased mode.

o Since the demand for revenue became to consider on the permanent settlement, the
colonial state could not assert for a part from the increased income.

o The colonial government was keenly interested to extent its financial resources. New
Revenue settlements were made applicable in the areas that were under its control in the
19th century. , i

e David Ricardo was an economist and celebrated figure in England. According to him, a
landowner should have a claim only to the ‘average rent’ that prevailed at a given time.

e Ryotwari was known as a revenue system that was introduced in Bombay Deccan. It was
directly settled with the ryots. The capacity of the payment of revenue was examined
and calculated on the quality of soil and proportional part of the state. The lands were
resurveyed every after 30 years and rates of revenue to be increased. The demand for

revenue was not permanent for long time.

3.3 Revenue demand and peasant debt

o The first revenue system was confirmed in the Bombay Deccan in the 1820s. The demands
of revenue was so high. The peasants left their villages and shifted to the new areas. The
problem was critical in the areas where soil had poor quality and rain was irregular. If rain
was not proper, it had direct impact on harvest, it led to another problem peasants could
not pay their taxes. They faced another actions taken by collection incharge. Crops used to
be seized and fine to be imposed on whole village.

o After 1832, price of agricultural products fell quickly and could not regain in half of 2
decade. It became a cause of decline in the income of peasants. »

o In the years 1832-34 the rural areas were ravaged by a famine. One third of cattie were
killed in the Deccan. About half of the population died, people who survived; they had 10

agriculture stocks to go through at the time of risk.
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Carts transporting cotton halting under a banyan t strated London News, 13

December 1862

¢ India was observed as a country which could supply cotton to Lancashire in case of poor
supply from America. Soil and Climate of India were much m.ore helpful for the cultivation
of cotton and cheap manpower.

o Civil war was broken out in America in 1861. A wave of sudden fear spread in the market
of Britain. So, the exporters of Bombay made the efforts to procure the cotton in large
quantity so that Britain’s needs to be completed. They extended advance credits to the
urban moneylenders to transfer more loans to rural people who had promised to secure the
produce.. :

* There was a boom in the market as those who gave out loans are very much secure about
the money to get back. There developments had great effect on rural areas of Deccan. The
Iyotsin the Deccan villages suddenly got the reaches upto unlimited loans.

* Ryots were given Rs 100 as an advance loan for every acre to grow more cotton. Money
lend.ers were ready to extend loans for long term. '

* Yuring the continuation of crisis in America the cotton production in the Bombay Deccan
"as expanded. The cotton acreage divided between 1860-1864. More than 90% of total of
;(l)ictt%n I Britzin, was from India. These boom years failed to boost up the richness. of

© cotton producers. Some rich peasants gained but for large farmers the expansion

me ;
ant to remain under the debt of loans.
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3.5 Credit dries up
o As the boom lasted, cotton

merchants of India started to
make a vision of capturing of
world market in raw cotton with
permanently displacing America.
The situation was changed
during 1865. Civil war in America
was ended. Production of cotton
again started in America.
o The Sahukars and export
merchants in Maharashtra were
not interested for long term
lcans. The merchants and money
lenders had observed the market
flow and prices.
o They stopped ° monetary
operations, advances to peasants
moneylenders refused to give
loans to the ryots as he had no
faith and confidence in the ryots
capacity to pay back. ‘
3.6 The experience of injustice

e Ryot community was very angry
as they were refused to extend
loans by the money lenders.
They came under the great debt
Ryots were infuriated as money
lenders were insensitive to their
miserable condition.
e Before colonial rule  money
lending was wide spread. Money-
lenders were generally very
powerful. A number of customary
names controlled their relations.
One general norm was that the

‘.‘. 5 -t ~\
3 N ”v.,‘;:’,' ‘

v

Tra”nsp'ortlng cotton before the railway era, Nustrateq La

News. 20 April 1861 When cotton supplies from Americ, Weondon

off during the civil war, Britain hoped that India woulq sup:ycut
al

the cotton that British industries needed. It began assessijp th

supply, examining the quality of cotton and studying the meth
of production and marketing. This interest was reflecteq inod
pages of the lllustrated London News. the

s ! o h s
G

" Coiton bales lying at the Bombay terminus of the Great Indian

peninsula Railway ready for shipment to England, lllustrated
London News, 23 August 1862. Once the railways came up cotton
supplies were not carried only on carts and boats. River traffic
declined over time. But older modes of transport were not fully
displaced. The loaded bullock cart in the foreground on the right
is waiting to carry cotton bales from the railway station to the port.

interest charged should not be more than the principal amount.
e Under the colonial rule such practices were broken. Many cases were investigated by the
Deccan Riots commission as moneylenders had charged more than Rs 2000 as interest 0

a loan amount of Rs 100.

e The ryots came to see the moneylender as deceitful and devious. They complai

ned that

moneylenders used to manipulate the laws and were forging their accounts. e signe ]
t be 81

e In 1859 the British passed a limitation law. It stated that the bond of loan mus
by money lender some ryot both and to be valid for only three years. The main.0

bjective of

this law was to stop accumulation of loan for a long time. : i
nt to sigh

o Moneylenders turned the law around in their own favour. They forced the peasa
on a new bond every three years. According to new bond the unpaid loan to be accum®
with interest and counted as principal amount.

ated

5
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re process was examined by the Deccan Ri
’ Mr:)sﬂy Sahukars refused to provide receiptg of _
stious figure in bonds to get opportunitieg - Lq'u ire th . They used to make entry
nd finally took the property of peasants. ¢ peasants harvest at low price
and f1

Deeds and bonds were considered as symbolg of ¢ ,
- A ¢ s Ty e ik A Dpression.
’ like the deeds. But the deed or contractg was legally enforceclla znd ;311;)(111 . Iiecord e L
- no value.

peasants came to 1'ul.nt.o. the misery of their lives With new governance of bond
3 Thad used to make sign and put thumb impression on doc onee anc.doeds.

hat they had d(me.‘bensnnl.:s had no idea of the clauses
ponds. They always feared .w1th written word.
They did not have any option, to survive, lo
’ r;*:i(i\’ to give loans without a proper bond.
4. THE bECCAN RioTs COMMISSION

» The government of Bombay set up a commission. t.o make enquiry to investigate the causes
of the riots. The report was presented to the British parliament in 1878. It was known as
the Deccan Riots Report. It provides a range of sources for historians to make a deep study.

an was essential and moneylenders were not
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